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Biographical / Historical Note: 


A businessman, amusement manager and respected American diplomat closely identified with several important 
diplomatic missions in Latin America, William I. Buchanan was born in Covington, Ohio, in 1852. After moving to 
Indiana and learning a trade, he spent several years as a travelling salesman in various commercial enterprises and 
two years as a clerk in the Indiana House of Representatives. In 1878 he married Lulu Williams of Dayton, Ohio, and 
in 1882 they settled in Sioux City, lowa, where Buchanan worked as a wholesale crockery dealer. But it was when he 
opened a theater in that city that he revealed exceptional promotional and organizational talents, which were 
recognized in 1882 when he was placed in charge of Sioux City’s Corn Palace Expositions. This led to an 
appointment by the Governor of Iowa to be a Democratic member of the Iowa commission to the World’s 
Columbian Exposition, held in Chicago in 1893. From 1890 to 1893 he successfully headed the Exposition’s 
department of agriculture and organized the departments of livestock and forestry. 


In 1894, when Buchanan received an appointment from President Grover Cleveland, his diplomatic career was 
begun. He served for six years as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the Argentine Republic. One of 
the highlights of this post was Buchanan’s designation by the governments of Argentina and Chile to act as an 
arbitrator in those countries’ northern boundary dispute in 1899. 


Starting around 1898 and through the rest of his career, Buchanan worked for the New York Life Insurance 
Company, representing its interests in Latin America, particularly Argentina and Brazil. 


From 1899 to 1901 he interrupted his diplomatic duties to serve as Director-General of the Pan American Exposition 
in Buffalo, N.Y. From that time on, Buchanan considered Buffalo his home; though he was frequently away on 
government and private business, his family resided in Buffalo. His daughter Florence married Charles Hoyt 
Williams. 


The following timeline gives summarizes Buchanan’s diplomatic career after the Pan-American Exposition: 


1901-02 U.S. Delegate to Second International Conference of American States (Second Pan-American 
Congress),Mexico City. 

1903-05 First United States Minister to the new Republic of Panama. 

1906 Chair of United States delegation to Third International Conference on American States, Rio de Janeiro. 
1907 Served as one of the United States’ commissioners to the Hague Peace Conference. 

1907 United States representative to the Central American Peace Conference, Washington, D.C. 

1907 Appointed by Secretary of State Elihu Root to serve as member of Pan American committee to bring 
about amicable Pan American relations. 

1908 High Commissioner at the installation of the Central American Court of Justice at Cartago, Costa Rica. 
1908 Chairman of Pan American committee to prepare the Fourth International Conference of American 
States. 

1908-09 High Commissioner charged with the renewal of diplomatic relations with Venezuela after the 


overthrow of President Cipriano Castro; also served as United States’ agent in prospective arbitration before the 
international court of arbitration at the Hague of the only claim against Venezuela that was not settled by Buchanan 
diplomatically. 


William I. Buchanan was generally recognized for the consistently positive results he achieved in his Latin American 
diplomatic duties. He gained tariff concessions for US commodities and settled old claims and consummated long- 
pending negotiations. It is said that he had an uncommon instinctual understanding of the Latin American character 
and temperament, and for that he enjoyed the highest possible confidence of Latin American governments. 


Upon retirement from diplomatic service, Buchanan worked full-time for the New York Life Insurance Company in 
reconciling that company’s differences with foreign (especially South American) governments. He was also involved 
with the Westinghouse Company and its French and British branches. 


William I. Buchanan died suddenly while on business in London on October 16, 1909. He was survived by his wife 
and two children, Florence (Mrs. Charles Hoyt Williams) and Donald I. Buchanan. 


Scope and Content Note: 


Personal correspondence, mostly to his wife and daughter from abroad, 1878-88, 1895-99, 1903-09; datebook, 1908; 
correspondence as chief of Departments of Agriculture, Forestry and Livestock of World’s Columbian Exposition, 
Chicago, 1893; records as Director General of Pan-American Exposition, 1899-1906, including correspondence with 
Executive Committee, minutes, memoranda, plans, financial and real estate records, and reports from various 
departments; Latin American diplomacy papers, 1894-1909, including reports, maps and clippings, correspondence 
to the Secretary of State as Minister to Argentina (1894-97), and papers related to the Argentine-Chilean border 
dispute (1899), Buchanan’s appointment as Minister to Panama (1903-04), the Third International Congress (Rio de 
Janeiro, 1906), the Hague Conference (1906), the Central American Peace Conference (Washington, D.C., 1907), 
and the Central American Court of 3ustice (1907-08); correspondence and other papers related to Buchanan’s work 
as representative of New York Life Insurance Co. in South America, 1898-1903; speeches, 1896-1902; clippings, ca. 
1899-1906; and personal materials, ca. 1882-1907, including three unidentified photographs, calling cards, menus, 
invitations, programs and souvenirs. 


Arrangement: Organized into ten series: 
I. Correspondence, 1878-1909. 


II. Datebook, 1908. 
Il. World's Columbian Exposition, 1893. 


IV. Pan-American Exposition, 1899-1906. 

V. Diplomatic activities, 1894-1909. 

VI. New York Life Insurance Co., 1898-1903. 
VII. Speeches, 1896-1902. 

VIII. Clippings, 1899-1906. 

IX. Personal materials, ca. 1882-1907. 

X. Scrapbooks, 1890- 1908. 


Series IV subseries D, Reports, arranged alphabetically by department; all other series arranged chronologically. 


Subject Headings: 


Buchanan, Lulu Williams. 

Central American Peace Conference (1907 : 
Washington, D.C.). 

Court of Justice for Central America (Cartago, Costa 
Rica). 

Diplomatic negotiations in international disputes. 


International Conference of the American States (3rd : 


1906 : Rio de Janeiro). 

Maps. 

Menus. 

World's Columbian Exposition (1893 : Chicago, Ill.). 


New York Life Insurance Company. 

Pan-American Exposition (1901 : Buffalo, N.Y.). 
Pan-American treaties and conventions. 
Photographs. 

Scrapbooks. 

Speeches. 

Stock certificates. 

United States Foreign relations Latin America 1865- 
1921. 

Williams, Florence Buchanan, 1879?-1941. 


Series Overview: 


I. Correspondence, 1878-1909 
A. Personal, 1878-1909 
B. Telegrams, 1902-1909 
C. Business, 1897-1906 


II. Datebooks, 1894, 1908 


IH. World’s Columbian Exposition, 1893 [See also Series X, volumes 1-3, 7-9] 


IV. Pan-American Exposition, 1899-1906 [See also Series X, volumes 9, 11, 12] 
A. Correspondence of Director-General to Executive Committee, Feb. 1900-Oct. 1901 
B. Correspondence of Executive Committee to Director- General, and minutes of meetings, Nov. 1899-Sept. 


1901 


C. Minutes, memoranda, plans and correspondence, 1899-1906 


D. Reports, 1900-1903 
E. Financial records, 1899-1902 
E. Real estate records, 1899-1903 


V. Diplomatic activities, 1894-1909 [See also Series X, volumes 4-6, 8-123 


VI. New York Life Insurance Company, 1898-1903 
A. Argentina and other matters, 1898-1902 
B. Brazil and other matters, 1901-1903 


VII. Speeches, 1896-1902 [See also Series X, volume 1] 


VII. Clippings, 1899-1906 [See also Series X] 


IX. Personal materials, ca. 1882-1907 


X. Scrapbooks, 1890-1908 


Box and Folder List: 


Box 1 

Series I: Correspondencel 1878-1909 

Subseries A: Personal correspondence 

Folder 1: 1878-79 
: 1880 
: 1881 
: 1882-83 
: 1885, 1888 
: Undated [1870’s-1880’s?] 
: 1895-97 [mostly to Mrs. Buchanan from various correspondents] 
: 1898 (Apr. 23-May 19) 
: 1898 (May 20-June 10) 
10: 1898 (June 16-Aug. 24) 
11: 1898 (Sept. 1-Nov. 16) 
12: 1898 (Nov. 19-Dec. 29) 
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Box 2 
Folder 1: 1899 (Jan. 3-Feb. 23) 
2: 1899 (Mar. 2-May 19) 
3: 1899 (May 23-July 6) 
4: Undated [1890’s?] 
5: 1903-1904 Apr. 9 
6: 1904 Apr. 10-1905 
7: Undated [1904?] 
8: 1907-1909 
9: 1909 Sept-Oct. 
10: Undated [1900-19097] 


Subseries B: Telegrams, 1902-1909 
Folder 11: Telegrams from W.LB. to his wife, 1902-03, 1908-09 (includes guide to cipher cable code phrases) 


Subseries C: Business correspondence 
Folder 12: 1897-1906 


Series II: Datebooks, 1894, 1908 
Folder 13: Datebook, 1894 


Box 3 
Folder 0: Datebook, 1908 


Series III: World’s Columbian Exposition [See also Series X, volumes 1-3, 7-9] 
Vol.: | Bound correspondence from Director General, Mar. 29-Aug. 5, 1893 
Folder 1: Correspondence as Chief, Depts. of Agriculture, Forestry and Livestock, July-Aug. 1893 
2: Correspondence as Chief, Depts. of Agriculture, Forestry and Livestock, Sept. 1893 
3: Correspondence as Chief, Depts. of Agriculture, Forestry and Livestock, Oct.-Nov. 1893 
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Box 4 


Series [V: Pan-American Exposition [See also Series X, volumes 9, 11, 12] 
Subseries A. Correspondence of Director-General to Executive Committee, Feb. 1900-Oct. 1901 
Folder 1: 1900 Feb. 13-Mar. 2 [w/index to folders 1-2] 

: 1900 Jan. 6-Mar. 14 

: 1900 Mar. 19-31 [w/index to folders 3-4] 

: 1900 Mar. 31-Apr. 30 

: 1900 May 5-May 31 [w/index to folders 5-6] 

: 1900 June 1- June 30 

: 1900 July 2-25 [w/index to folders 7-8] 

: 1900 July 26-Aug. 31 
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Box 5 
Folder 1: 1900 Sept. 1-24 [w/index to folders 1-2] 
2: 1900 Sept. 23-Oct. 17 
3: 1900 Oct. 12-Nov. 3 [w/index to folders 3-4] 
4: 1900 Nov. 5-30 
5: 1901 Jan. 1-29 [w/index to folders 5-6] 
6: 1901 Jan. 30-Feb. 11 
7: 1901 Feb. 11-25 [w/index to folders 7-8] 
8: 1901 Feb. 25-Mar. 18 


Box 6 
Folder 1: 1901 Mar. 19-29 [w/index to folders 1-2] 
2: 1901 Mar. 30-Apr. 11 
3: 1901 Apr. 12-24 [w/index to folders 3-4] 
4: 1901 Apr. 24-May 14 
5: 1901 May 14-31 
6: 1901 June 1-July 7 
7: 1901 Aug. 27-Sept. 21 
8: 1901 Sept. 23-Oct. 14 
9: 1901 Oct. 15-25 


Box 7 
Subseries B: Correspondence of Executive Committee to Director-General, and minutes of meetings, Nov. 1899- 
Sept. 1901 
Folder 1: 1899 Nov. 6 - 1900 Mar. 27 [w/index to folders 1-2] 
2: 1900 Mar. 27-Sept. 1 
3: 1900 Sept. 11-Nov. 6 [w/index to folders 3-4] 
4: 1900 Nov. 13 - 1901 Feb. 12 
5: 1901 Feb. 18-May 4 [w/index to folder 5] 
6: 1901 May 7-24 [w/index to folders 6-7] 
7: 1901 May 25-July 9 
8: 1901 July 8-Aug. 13 [w/index to folders 8-9] 
9: 1901 Aug. 14-Sept. 10 


Box 8 
Subseries C: Minutes, memoranda, plans and correspondence, 1899-190 6 
Folder 1: Correspondence between Buchanan and Board of Pan-Am Exposition re: appointment as Director- 
General, 1899-1902 
: Circular letters promoting Pan-American Exposition among Latin American states, 1899 
: Memoranda from minutes of Board of Directors, June 1899-Dec. 1906 
: Memoranda from minutes of Executive Committee, Nov. 1899-May 1904 
: General administrative records, reports and correspondence, 1899-1902 
: Register of appointments authorized by the Executive Committee, 1900-01 
: Lists of employees and directory of officials, [1900-01] 
: Communications re: Sunday opening of Exposition, [1901] 
: Awards, [19017] 
10: Plans: Exposition grounds, 1901; Agriculture and Horticulture Buildings, 1901 
11: Envelopes, invitations, clippings 
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Subseries D: Reports [arranged alphabetically by dept.] 
Folder 12: Report of the Director General, 1902 
13: Report of the Agricultural Implement Division, 1901-02 
14: Report of the Director of Concessions, n.d. 
15: Report of the Director of Color and Interior Decorations, July 1901; and of Fireworks Exhibitions, 
[19027] 


Box 9 
Folder 1: Reports of Dept. of Ethnology and Archaeology, 1900, 1902 
2: Report of the Director of Fine Arts, 1902 
3: Report of the Superintendent of Foods and Their Accessories, [1903?] 
4: Report of the superintendent of Forestry, [19027] 
5: Report of the Division of Graphic Arts, 1902 
6: Report of the Superintendent of Horticulture, [19027] 
7: Report of the Bureau of Information, Nov. 1901 
8: Report of the Labor Bureau, Apr. 1901 
9: Report of the Division of Liberal Arts, Apr. 1902 
10: Report of the Superintendent of Live Stock, Agriculture and Dairy Products, [1902?] 
11: Report of the Machinery Division, Mar. 1902 
12: Report of the Manufactures Division, 1902 
13: Report of the Medical Bureau, [19027] 
14: Report of the Pan-American Exposition Commission, State of Michigan, 1901 
15: Report of the Military Bureau, May 1902 
16: Report of the Dept. of Mines and Metallurgy, [19027] 
17: Report of the Ordnance Division, Mar. 1902 
18: Report on Organ music recitals and organists, [19027] 
19: Report of the Transportation Division, Mar. 1902 
20: Report of the Board of Women Managers, Nov. 1901 
21: Reports of the Dept. of Works, 1900-02 


Subseries E: Financial records, 1899-1902 
Folder 22: Account book, May-Oct. 1901 
23: Letter to stockholders of Pan-American Exposition Co., Apr. 2, 1901; Stock certificates, Apr. 10, 
1901 
24: Financial summary, 3an. 1899-Jan. 1902; financial memorandum, May-Nov. 1901 


Box 10 


Subseries F: Real estate records, 1899-1903 


Folder 0: 


Deeds, memoranda and other legal documents re: leases of real estate, 1899-1903 and n.d. 


Series V: Diplomatic activities, 1894-1909 [See also Series X, volumes 4-6, 8-12] 


Vol.: Letterpress copybook of correspondence of W. LE. to Secretary of State while Minister to Argentina, 
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Folder 1: 
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94-1897 
Memorandum to Secretary of State, Apr. 7, 1899, re: Argentine-Chilean boundary 


: Papers re: Argentine-Chilean boundary dispute, 1899 

: Maps re: Argentine-Chilean boundary dispute, ca. 1899 

: Maps - Argentina, ca. 1899 

: Diplomatic correspondence re: Venezuela, 1901-03 

: Clippings re: Pan-American Congress, 1902 

: Letters re: appointment as Minister to Panama, Dec. 1903 

: Clippings re: appointment as Minister to Panama, 1903 

: Clippings re: appointment as Minister to Panama, Jan. 1904 


10: Clippings re: appointment as Minister to Panama, Jan. 1904 


11 


: Clippings re: appointment and resignation as Minister to Panama, Jan.-Apr. 1904 


12: Brochure for Mondamin Carnival, Festival of Peace, Sioux City, IA, Oct. 1898; card and program of 


The International Peace Congress, Oct. 1904 


Folder 
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Box 11 


: Papers from Third International Congress, Rio de Janeiro, 1906 

: Publications re: Third International Congress, Rio de Janeiro, 1906 

: Clippings: Third International Congress, Rio de Janeiro, 1906 

: Clippings: Third International Congress, Rio de Janeiro, 1906 

: Diplomatic correspondence re: Panama and Columbia, 1906; Diplomatic list, U.S. State Dept., Nov. 


1906 


: Clippings: Hague Conference, 1907 
: Report by W.I. Buchanan: The Central American Peace Conference (Washington, D.C.), 1907 
: Correspondence, minutes, clippings and printed matter re: Pan-American Committee of the United 


States of America, 1907-1908 


: “The Argentine Republic”: address by Juan S. Attwell, Mar. 2, 1907 


: Correspondence re: Central American Court of Justice, 1907-08 

: Correspondence re: Central American Court of Justice, 1908 

: Report of [WI.B.]...to Attend the Inauguration of the Court of Justice for Central America, 1908 
: Clippings: Court of Justice for Central America, 1908 

: Printed matter: Court of Justice for Central America, 1908 

: Printed reports (covers only) of Mexican gov’t, 1908 

: Clippings: Venezuelan claim, 1909 


Box 12 


Series VI: New York Life Insurance Company 


Subseries A: Argentina and other matters, 1898-1902 


Folder 1: 
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Publications concerning Argentine law, 1893-1898 


: 1898 Mar-1899 Nov. 
: 1899 Oct.-1900 Jan. 

: 1900 Jan. -May 

: 1900 July-Sept. 

: 1898 Dec.-1902 Mar. 
: 1902 Mar.-Sept. 

: 1902 Oct.-Dec. 


Box 13 
Subseries B: Brazil and other matters, 1901-1903 

Folder 1: 1901-02 

: 1902 

: 1902 

: 1902-03 

: 1903 Jan.-Feb. 

: 1903 Feb. Mar. 
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Box 14 
Series VII: Speeches [See also Series X, volume 1] 
Folder 1: Toasts and addresses, 1896-1897 
2: Addresses, 1900-1901 
3: “The Mexican International American Conference and Arbitration,” Apr. 15, 1902 
4: Undated 
5: Notes for talks on South America 


Series VIII: Clippings [See also Series X] 
Folder 6: William I. Buchanan (misc.) 
7: Buchanan family, 1899-1902 
8: Latin America (misc.) 
9: Louisiana Purchase Exposition (St. Louis) and other topics, 1899-1903 
10: British Westinghouse, 1904-06 
11: Miscellaneous 


Series [X: Personal materials, ca. 1882-1906 
Folder 12: Miscellaneous, 1882-1907 
13: Souvenirs, 1898-1906 
14: Photographs (unknown subjects, but probably two of Buchanan’s daughter or wife) 
15: Invitation and clipping re: marriage of Florence Buchanan, 1904 
16: Invitations, 1904-06 and n.d. 
17: Calling cards 
18: Menus and programs, 1894-1906 
19: Bills and receipts, 1898-1906 


Series X: Scrapbooks 


Vol. 1: Speeches and toasts, 1893-96; World’s Columbian Exposition reports, Departments of Forestry and 
Agriculture, Jan. 20 and Mar. 26, 1894 

Vol. 2: World’s Columbian Exposition, Departments of Agriculture: correspondence, clippings, ledger sheets, etc., 
1890-91 


Vol. 3: World’s Columbian Exposition, 1890-94 
Vol. 4: Third International Congress on American States, Rio de Janeiro, 1906 
Vol. 5: Third International Congress on American States, Rio de Janeiro, 1906 
Vol. 6: Latin American peace missions, Mar.-May 1908 
Vol. 7: World’s Columbian Exposition, 1892-93 
Vol. 8: World’s Columbian Exposition, 1890; Argentina, [18947] 
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Vol. 9: Invitations, menus, letters and other souvenirs, 1890-1902 
Vol. 10: Argentina, 1896-1900 
Vol. 11: Personal, 1896-1900 


Vol. 12: Personal, 1897-1901 


Oversize Mss. flat file: Certificate of Patron, Field Columbian Museum, Jan. 27, 1896 


